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Just Marilyn 

This is the season when 
our hearts are in Spring but 
our feet are stuck in winter.   I 
think it's best to follow our 
hearts and just get used to our 
feet.   A lot is going on in 
March, which includes 

Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month, with the 
theme being "Can do!  Like You."  Several events are 
expected in celebration and recognition of the individuals 
throughout our community who receive services that help 
them to make the most of their abilities.   The goal is also 
to raise public awareness about these services available to 
help people live, learn and work in our community.   This is 
also "Read Across America" week!   Fun and exciting 
happenings are going on in our schools! March 4 was 
"Save the Date to end the word," but it can also be noted 
throughout the month if you would like to Google the 
caption and you will read some awesome stories and be 
able to contribute to this campaign.  

This newsletter will also include news of meetings and 
opportunities for education, websites and helpful 
tips.   Enjoy as we March forward. 

Marilyn Van Gilder, Parent Mentor 

 

Dates to Remember 
 
Autism and Challenging Behaviors 

The Worthington Special Education Parent Group is 
sponsoring a meeting on "Autism and Challenging 
Behaviors: How to Achieve Success at Home and School." 
We are pleased to announce the speaker is Erin Lombard 
from Step by Step Academy.   Erin is a Board Certified 
Behavior Analyst and a previous certified Special 
Education teacher.   Her experiences include teaching 
students with developmental disabilities in public and 
private schools, implementing and consulting home based 
ABA programs, and managing behavior care staff and 
directing treatment and behavior programming.   She 
currently is the clinic director of the SOAR program at Step 
by Step.   Erin also provides behavior consultation to 
families in Franklin County through the office of Dr. Kari 
Watts.   She obtained her Master's Degree in Special 
Education from the University of Phoenix and is currently 
working on her Ph.D. in Psychology.  

Thursday, April 16, 2015 – 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
Worthington Education Center 
200 East Wilson Bridge Road, Worthington 

Refreshments and Door Prizes! 
 
Empowering Parents in the IEP Process 

Free! Sponsored by State Support 11. Please RSVP for 
workshop. Light refreshments served. 

Saturday, March 14 2015 – 9:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Educational Service Center of Ohio 
2080 Citygate Drive, Columbus 

9:00 AM - 11:00 AM -  Reducing Barriers Through 
Advocacy 

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM -  Resource Fair (over 20 vendors 
will be available) 

11:00 AM - 2:00 PM - Meet with a Parent Mentor to 
review your child's IEP* 

* Bring a copy of your child's IEP. Spanish and English 
versions will run concurrently. To register for an individual 
appointment with a Parent Mentor call Tina Forshey at 
614-753-4681 or email at tina.forshey@escco.org. 
 
Sensory Friendly Performances 

Columbus Children's Theatre 
512 Park St, Columbus 

A place where families discover the magic of live theatre!   

“Fancy Nancy” 
Wednesday, March 18, 2015 – 10:00 AM and 7:30 PM 

“The Emperor's New Clothes” 
Wednesday, April 15 – 10:00 AM 
Saturday, April 18 – 10:00 AM 

 
What Parents Need to Know – Guardianship, Trusts and 
Transition Planning 

Thursday, April 9, 2015 – 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
Educational Service Center of Central Ohio 
2080 Citygate Drive, Columbus 

Free! RSVP at www.sst11.org. 
 
SIBS Looking Forward Transition Weekend 

April 10 - 12, 2015 
YMCA - Camp Wilson 

This is a unique opportunity for transition age students 
with disabilities to spend a weekend with one or more of 
their siblings while engaging with other students and 
siblings from around the state.   Please email Thomas Fish 
at Thomas.fish@osumc.edu or 614-685-8723. 
 
2015 Assistive Technology Fair  

OCALI 
470 Glenmont Avenue, Columbus 
April 23, 2015 – 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Hosted by SST 11 in collaboration with SST’s 12, 14, 15 
and 16. No Registration fee. Door prizes and lunch 
included with registration. Please contact Barbara Conner 
at 614-753-4679. 
 

Resources 
 
Autism Sensory Friendly Films 

Lennox Theater  
777 Kinnear Road, Columbus 

AMC keeps the lights up, and 
shows no previews or ads 
before the movie.   Families may bring their own gluten-
free and casein-free snacks, and no one cares if your child 
gets up or makes noise!   Movies begin at 10:00 
AM.   Regular admission charged. 

https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=tina.forshey@escco.org
http://www.sst11.org/
https://us-mg5.mail.yahoo.com/neo/b/compose?to=Thomas.fish@osumc.edu
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Trade your expectations for appreciation and your 
whole life becomes a miracle. 

- Tony Robbins 

 

It does not matter how many times you get knocked 
down, but how many times you get up. 

- Vince Lombardi 

 
Hoot Studio serves ALL families in our community by 
offering a variety of inclusive, quality play-based 
services.   Expect a warm, inviting atmosphere.   Parents 
can network with those who understand their struggles, 
concerns, joys and successes. www.thehootstudio.com.  
 
RedTreehouse.org is Ohio’s online 
resource providing valuable 
information for individuals with 
challenges or disabilities (prenatal 
to 25) and those who support 
them.   Red Treehouse is a 
collaborative effort of the Ronald 
McDonald House of Cleveland and 
Ohio Family and Children First.  
 
Imdetermined.org – Wonderful resource for 
Understanding and Preparing MY IEP.   Format appeases 
parents and students alike. 
 

Jennifer Aniston Shares 
That She Has Dyslexia 

 
By The Understood Team – January 22, 2015 – Best known 
for playing the role of Rachel on the iconic sitcom 
“Friends,” actor Jennifer Aniston in a recent Hollywood 
Reporter interview that she dyslexia.   Aniston says she 
was diagnosed with dyslexia in her twenties: “The only 
reason I knew that I had it was because I went to get a 
prescription for glasses… I had to read a paragraph, and 
they gave me a quiz, gave me 10 questions based on what 
I’d just read, and I think I got three right.”   The revelation 
was “life-changing”.   When she was young, she wasn’t a 
good student because of issues related to her 
undiagnosed dyslexia.   But with the new discovery came a 
new knowledge of herself: “I felt like all of my childhood 
trauma, tragedies, dramas were explained.” 

For her fans, Aniston’s dyslexia may just be more 
confirmation that she’s a “real person with a beating 
heart,” as the Hollywood Reporter notes. 
 

ABOUT The Parent Mentor serves as the liaison 
between the parents and teachers of 
special needs children. 

CONTACT Marilyn Van Gilder – Parent Mentor 

 
 
 

c/o Worthington Education Center 
200 East Wilson Bridge Road 
Worthington, OH 43085 

 614-450-6044 

 mentor@worthington.k12.oh.us 

 
 

http://www.thehootstudio.com/

